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SUBJECT: MEDIA COVERAGE ON TUNNELS 

REF: CINCUNC 190910Z MAR 75 

1. ALL ROK MEDIA GAVE PROMINENT COVERAGE MARCH 20 TO 
UNC ANNOUNCEMENT (REFTEL) OF TUNNEL DISCOVERY IN SIXTH 
DIVISION AREA WITH PICTURES AND LOCATION SKETCHES. 
AFTERNOON PRESS HAS ALSO PICKED UP STATEMENTS BY MND 
AND MCI MINISTERS PLAYING THEM ON FRONT PAGES. 

2. MND SUH CHONG-CHOL IS REPORTED AS TERMING TUNNEL 
AS "ACT OF WAR" IN PRESS STATEMENT MORNING MARCH 20. 

MND ALSO REPORTED STATING THAT TUNNEL WAS 3.5 KILOMETERS 
LONG, WAS INTENDED TO REACH 500 METERS SOUTH OF SOUTHERN 
TAPE OF DMZ, AND THAT THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER TUNNELS 
BESIDE THIS ONE IN DMZ. MND CLAIMED TUNNELS WERE BEGUN 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER JULY 4 SOUTH-NORTH COMMUNIQUE AND WERE 
DUE FOR COMPLETION OCTOBER 10, 1975. 

3. ROKG SPOKESMAN AND MCI MINISTER YI WON-KYONG, 
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TO KNOW THERE WERE SO MANY TUNNELS IN DMZ. HE REPORTED 
NEWEST TUNNEL AS TWICE AS LARGE AS FIRST, LARGE ENOUGH 
TO ACCOMMODATE VEHICLES AND EVEN FIELD ARTILLERY. HE SAID 
NORTH COULD LAUNCH A DIVISION TO REAR OF ROK LINES WITHIN 
AN HOUR THROUGH TUNNEL. HE ALSO SAID ROKG STUDYING COUNTER- 
MEASURES AND URGED NORTH TO STOP SUCH ACTS OF AGGRESSION. 

4. IN FIRST EDITORIAL COMMENT JOONGANG ILBO STATED, 

"THE TUNNEL WE FOUND PROVED THAT NK IS TRYING TO USE 

IT AS A BASIC INVASION ROUTE TO ROK... IT IS FORTUNATE THAT 
THE TUNNEL WAS DETECTED NOT BY AN ACCIDENT BUT BY SCIENTIFIC 
INVESTIGATION ... WE FEEL REASSURED TO HEAR THAT UNC IS 
TRYING TO MAKE IT INEFFECTIVE ... IT PROVED THAT NK’S 
PEACE GESTURE WAS DISGUISED ONE ... WE HAVE A REPORT THAT NK 
HAS MOVED ITS AIR AND MISSILE BASES DOWN TO THE SOUTH AND 
CONCENTRATED THEIR RIVER-CROSSING EQUIPMENT ALONG THE DOWN 
STREAM OF YESUNG RIVER NEAR DMZ ... THIS MAKES CLEAR THAT 
SOMETHING MUST BE GOING ON IN NK ... WE MUST STRENGTHEN 
OUR NATIONAL SECURITY BY CONCENTRATING OUR NATIONAL POWER." 

5. COMMENT: MND STATEMENTS REGARDING EXIT POINT OF 
TUNNEL IS SPECULATIVE, AND MCI CLAIMS THAT VEHICLES, 

ARTILLERY, AND ONE DIVISION PER HOUR COULD BE PUT THROUGH 
TUNNEL ARE DUBIOUS AT BEST. AS EXPECTED ROKS ARE 
COLORING TUNNEL STORY SUBSTANTIALLY IN EFFORT TO PLAY 
TO THE HILT THE THREAT IT REPRESENTS. 
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